
Starting on the right path for success
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Key 
Stage 4 
Options 
Process



Some 
guiding 

principles 
for a 

student

What subjects do you like/enjoy?

What are your interests?

What will you succeed at?

Where will you go after CamVC?

Keep your options open for the future.



Timeline

Thursday 19th January:  Year 9 Options 
Information Evening

Friday 20th January:  Link to Options brochure 
and options webpage emailed to pupils

Monday 23rd January:  Guidance Interviews 
begin 

Thursday 2nd February:  Year 9 Parents’ 
Consultation 2pm-7pm

Monday 13th February:  Half Term holiday - A 
time to reflect and think.

Monday 20th February:  Completed options 
forms to be submitted electronically please. 



The 
Options 

Brochure

• A brochure for our 
Year 9s and parents

• Comprehensive 
information on the 
options process

• Information on 
each subject

View/download 
from the school 
website 2023



The 
Options 

webpage

• Accessible 
throughout the 
options process

• Comprehensive 
information 
about each 
subject area
Video 

introduction by 
subject teachers

Pupil feedback
FAQs



Guidance 
Interviews

 A guidance meeting with a Pastoral/Senior Leader.
 An excellent opportunity to discuss your child’s 

progress so far and to identify strengths and areas to 
develop further.

 We would like to find out more about your child’s 
interests and ambitions to help them start making 
some important, well-informed and appropriate 
decisions.

 Please book in your appointment by visiting 
cambournevc.parentseveningsystem.co.uk



What 
happens 
after Key 
Stage 4?Post 

16

Continue 
in full 
time 

education 

Start an 
apprenticeship Get a job or 

volunteer, with 
training

Years 10 and  11



How do the 
choices you 
make now 
affect your 
options 
post-16 and 
beyond?

A-Levels
 Some subjects require a GCSE in order to 

continue onto A-level, e.g. languages.  
Most do not.

 Sciences and Maths at A-level courses 
can have high entry requirements. 

 BTEC vocational courses are counted as 
GCSE equivalent by sixth forms, but the 
number that can be included can vary.

 Other Colleges offer pathways 
specifically building on BTEC pathways.

Vocational courses 
 You don’t need to have done a vocational 
course at Key Stage 4 to do one at Key 
Stage 5

Continue 
in full 
time 

education 



How do the 
choices you 
make now 
affect your 
options 
post-16 and 
beyond?

Continue 
in full 
time 

education 

What about university?
• All GCSEs and Level 2 qualifications are 

important.
• Universities review your GCSE grades.
• Some university courses require at least 

five grade 7 (A-grade) equivalents at GCSE 
in addition to A-levels.

• Some science-based degree courses favour 
Triple/Separate  Science at GCSE level. 
However, you can still access Medicine 
with double science qualification 

Applying for a job
You will put your GCSE grades and other 
qualification on every job application you 
complete throughout your lifetime.



Facilitating 
Subjects

Facilitating subjects (sometimes called 'informed 
choices') are those A level subjects which are more 
frequently required for university entry than others.
Including at least 2 facilitating subjects in your A level 
choices will give you a wide range of degree courses 
to choose from.

Keep your options open, particularly if you are 
not sure what you want to study at university.

• Biology
• Chemistry
• English Literature
• Geography

• History
• Maths and further maths
• Modern and classical languages
• Physics



Some 
guiding 

principles 
for a 

student

If you know you definitely want
to study it at A-level, then take it 
at GCSE.

If you don’t know,
keep your options 
open.



Content 
and 

assessment

 ALL subjects have lots of content and are demanding.  

We recommend pupils choose subjects 
that they are interested in.

 For GCSE exam courses, assessment is mainly by final 
exam.

 All BTECs, VCERTs and Nationals include some 
examined assessment

 Courses are designed for two years of study 

 Fewer exams split into ‘Foundation tier’ and ‘Higher tier’: 
only MFL, Maths and Science.



GCSES have a grading 
scale of 9 to 1 with 9 
being the top grade. 

Grade 1 = G

Grade 4 = C

Grade 7 = A



English 
and 

Maths 
GCSE

All students aged 16 to 18 who do 
not have a Grade 4, or higher, in 
Maths and/or in English, are 
required to be continue to study 
these subjects.



The English 
Baccalaureate 

(EBacc)

A combination of: 
 Two English qualifications (Literature 

and Language)
 Maths
 Two Science qualifications
 A Humanity subject (Geography or 

History)
 A Modern Foreign language

It is not a qualification that students receive.



The 

Curriculum

Examined:
•English Language and English Literature
•Maths
•Science
•A Modern Foreign Language

Non-Examined:
•PE
•PSHE
•Core RE



Languages
Pupils will take a Core 
Language, selecting 
from:

Spanish
French

German



Languages
Pupils will take a Core 
Language, selecting 
from:

Spanish
French

German

• Maintains a breadth of study.
• Helps students to develop an understanding 

of different cultures.
• Helps students develop communication skills.
• Once you have learned one language, then it 

is easier to pick up other languages later on.
• Prepares students for life in a global 

workforce.
• Provides social opportunities.

Important knowledge and pupils are 
entitled to it; learning a language helps 
prepare pupils to live in the world after 
they leave school – TRAVEL, CAREER, 
FUTURE STUDY



Option 
Subjects

Pupils must choose 
3 subjects 

plus 
2 reserves



Option 
Subjects

Pupils must choose 
3 subjects 

plus 
2 reserves

Each subject has its own challenges and 
opportunities…
 Are you organised?
 Are you good at independent work?
 Are you good at English or Maths?
 Are you creative?
 Are you good at remembering and learning lots of facts?
 Do you know what you would like to do at A-level?



After 
School 

Options

 Optional choice.
 Only 1.
 Think carefully- this is a big commitment of time and effort.
 Cost associated
 Anyone in receipt of FSM – who meets other suitability 

requirements – the school will pay in full for their after-school 
course. 

This is an 
optional extra 

choice.



What does the 
form look 
like?

You will receive an 
email from CamVC
that looks like this:

20th February



Pupil name and form group

Language choice



Three option choices in 
order of preference by 

typing 1, 2 or 3

Two reserve choices in 
order of preference by 

typing R and R2



If opting for after school 
subject

Consent and press SUBMIT

GCSE Ancient History



Order of 
preference 

and 
reserve 
choice

 We want to build the school timetable around your 
choices.  Preferences help us to prioritise your 
option choices.

 Every year, approx 90% of pupils gained their first 
3 choices.

 Reserves are needed in case we cannot match every 
pupil’s top 3 choices.

 Sometimes, a course is over-subscribed. We will 
review effort grades and progress scores in such 
cases.

 Sometimes a course is under-subscribed and will 
not be able to run.  



Some 
final 

thoughts 
for pupils

 Explore the options webpage; hopefully you will find that 
what subjects have to offer is what you are looking for!

 Enthusiasm is intrinsically linked to success.   Choose the 
subjects you enjoy!

 Make sure these are your choices – DO NOT follow your 
friends.

 Do not choose a course because of a particular teacher

 Discuss courses with the staff who teach them, with parents, 
with brothers or sisters who have completed them. Talk to 
someone who has been there or is doing it.

 Be certain about your decision.  If you are unsure you need to 
ask more questions!

 Be excited about the challenge of Key Stage 4 courses!  The 
staff at Cambourne VC will help you towards success.



Thank you 
for 

listening

Thursday 19th January:  Year 9 Options 
Information Evening

Friday 20th January:  Link to Options brochure 
and options webpage emailed to pupils

Monday 23rd January:  Guidance Interviews 
begin 

Thursday 2nd February:  Year 9 Parents’ 
Consultation 2pm-7pm

Monday 13th February:  Half Term holiday - A 
time to reflect and think.

Monday 20th February:  Completed options 
forms to be submitted electronically please. 


