
Year 9 Options Evening 2025



What subjects do you enjoy?

What are your interests outside of school?

What are you good at?

What might you want to do in the future?



Timeline

Thursday 16th January Options Evening

From next week Guidance meetings

Early Feb Options form sent out

Monday 24th February Deadline for options form

Before Easter Options timetabling

Summer term Confirmation of options



Options Booklet

Now available from the 
school website, containing:

• Frequently asked questions

• Explanations about the 
process

• Information about each 
subject



Guidance Meetings

Every pupil has the opportunity to have a guidance meeting during the 
school day with their form tutor or another member of staff involved in 
the options process. Parents join via video appointment.

These start next week and there will be a message going home inviting 
you to book via the parents evening booking system at 
cambournevc.parentseveningsystem.co.uk

Pupils with EHCPs will have this as part of their annual review and will 
not need to book a separate appointment.

https://cambournevc.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/


What will I study at KS4?

Examined Core 
Subjects

English Language

English Literature

Maths

Science

Non-Examined 
Core Subjects

PE

PSHE

Core RE

Option Subjects

4 of your choice

After-school 
Subjects

1 optional

(if you want to)

You will choose 4 subjects and 2 reserves, rather than 3 and 2 
reserves.



What about languages?

Unlike in previous years, it will not be compulsory to take a language.

Spanish, French, and German are all available as option subjects, as well as 
an accessible foundation Spanish course. Pupils may select more than one 
language.

If you speak another language at home it may be possible to sit an exam in 
this subject.

Languages are strong facilitating subjects and for many pupils will remain a 
key part of a broad and rigorous curriculum.



Options Subjects (Choose 4+2)

History

Separate Sciences

Geography

Religious Studies

Computer Science
Design and 
Technology

Food and Nutrition

Art

Drama

Music

Dance

Ancient History

Media Studies

Child Development

PE / Sport
Information 
Technology

Engineering

Photography

Business Studies

Film Studies

French

German

Spanish

Geology



After-school Options

You will have to pay for these courses.

You may only choose one option.

Most pupils do not take an after-school option.

Film Studies StatisticsArt PsychologyMusic Tech



Order of preference and reserves

Every year, approximately 90% of pupils get their first 4 choices.

We do have to use reserves when we cannot match everyone’s top 4.

If a course is over-subscribed, we would look at order of preference and may 
speak with Heads of Department to review progress and attitudinal grades.

There is no guarantee that all courses will run: if a course is under-
subscribed, we will not be able to run it.



Thinking ahead

It can be helpful to look ahead and consider what you would like to do 
when you leave Cambourne VC.

If you know you want to study a subject further, it may be sensible to 
study it at GCSE. This isn’t always a requirement.

If you are not sure what you want to do in the future, keep your 
options open and pick a range of subjects.



Some last advice

DO choose subjects that you enjoy.

DON’T choose a subject just because your friends are.

DO talk to teachers, family and friends about your options.

DON’T choose a subject just because you like your teacher.

DO ask questions and be confident in your decisions.



GROUND FLOOR FIRST FLOOR

Pink Wing &
New English Block

Maths & Statistics: P03
English, Film & Media: Library (new block)

Green Wing &
New Food/Science 

Block

Business Studies: G01
Child Development: Green-IT
DT & Engineering: DT05
Food & Nutrition: Food 01

Gym PE & Sport: Gym

Performing Arts 
Block

Music: MU01
Music Tech:MU04
Drama: DRAMA 02

Orange Wing Computer Science & IT: COMP02

Sixth Form Photography: Photo Studio

Blue Wing Art: Art01 Blue Wing
History & Ancient History: B11
Psychology: B13

Pink Wing
Geography & Geology: P13 & P14
Religious Studies: P18

Green Wing Science: Sc11

Orange Wing Spanish, French & German: O12

Main Corridor Dance: Dance Studio



Thank you

Thursday 16th January Options Evening

From next week Guidance meetings

Early Feb Options form sent out

Monday 24th February Deadline for options form
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