
Research Study:  We have been asked for help in gathering data about the impact of school closure on pupil 

motivation. This is a genuine piece of new research, as below.  Please encourage your children to complete the 

survey: 

I am Ales Feakes, a doctoral researcher at University College London Institute of Education focusing on the 

academic motivation of secondary school age students and their use of metacognitive learning strategies.   

This part of my research is focused on how students' motivation has been affected by the experience of learning 

during the period of school closure resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. To study this, I would like as many 

secondary school age students as possible to complete an on-line questionnaire about their motivation for 

home-learning during the pandemic. 

Please note that this research project has been approved through UCL's ethics processes and all survey data 
will collected in accordance with GDPR.  The link to the survey is here: is.gd/MotiMetaStudy. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Just to let you know how grateful I am for your sending the survey out to your students - so far there have been 23 
responses from Cambourne students. If there's any way that you could perhaps send a reminder to students, I 
should be grateful, as the more responses there are from an individual school or college, the more meaningful the 
comparisons between schools become.  Also, I would be able to breakdown the results by year group, socio-
economic status and other criteria which may be of interest to you. 

To give you an idea of what I mean, the chart below shows self-reported academic motivation split by gender for 
students from Cambourne Village College. It suggests that girls are, on average, more motivated than boys during 
home-learning (which is perhaps an unsurprising result). However, with only a low number of responses, I'd be 
cautious about drawing  strong conclusions from this. 

 

Thank you again for your help with the survey. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucl.ac.uk%2Flegal-services%2Fprivacy%2Fucl-general-research-participant-privacy-notice&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7697a56e50c744ddd8c408d8071ef7ce%7C7eeaedd6bf3740158fe919fbc2c02d55%7C0%7C0%7C637267176949356105&sdata=oAMw2rXjkmUj1KB83g%2FzpKj8PzlUunHT397qTvyaPRo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.co%2F9uySgILRhM%3Famp%3D1&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7697a56e50c744ddd8c408d8071ef7ce%7C7eeaedd6bf3740158fe919fbc2c02d55%7C0%7C0%7C637267176949356105&sdata=hMcQcf%2B5f9KJmq22HTMMvq%2FCx5HrNsgoBaiTQ1jbqIM%3D&reserved=0

